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sight. 'The study of Mathematics," says a writer, "reassur-
ed him, and in geometry he experienced for the first time
the existence of a real world which is not visible to the bodily
eye. The triangle he learned about in geometry was not
a particular triangle that he himself might draw but the
essence of all triangles. This,ideal triangle could be seen
with the cinner eye5 but could not be reproduced, and
this absolute idea of a geometrical figure showed the boy
that it was not wrong to 'see things which arc not visible
to our physical sight'.55 To Dr. Mays Gandhiji gave, what
may be termed the mathematics of non-violence.
A Misnomer
"Passive resistance," said Gandhiji,  "is  a misnomer
for non-violent resistance.   It is   much more   active, than
violent resistance. It is direct, ceaseless,   but three-fourths
invisible and only one-fourth visible. In its visibility it scoms
to be ineffective, e.g. the spinning wheel which I have called
the symbol of non-violence.   In its visibility  it appears
ineffective, but it is really intensely active and most effec-
tive in ultimate result. This knowledge enables me to detect
flaws in the way in which the votaries of non-violence are
doing their spinning. I ask for more vigilance and more
undredness. Non-violence is an intensely active force when
properly understood and used. A violent man's activity is
most visible, while it lasts. But it is always transitory. What
can be more visible than the Abyssinians done to death
by Italians? There it was lesser violence pitted  against
much greater. But if the Abyssinians had retired from the
field and allowed themselves to be slaughtered, their seeming
inactivity would have been much more effective though not
for the moment visible. Hitler and Mussolini on the one
hand and Stalin on the other are able to show the imme-
diate effectiveness of violence. But it will be as transitory
as that of Chenghis' slaughter. But the effects of Buddha's
non-violent action persist and are likely to grow with age.
And the more it is practised, the more effective and inex-
haustible it becomes,   and  ultimately  the  whole  world
stands  agape  and exclaims,  'a  miracle  has  happened.'

